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Everybody Plays
Article 1.03F of the Special Olympics General Rules States:

Special Olympics celebrates and strives to promote the spirit of sportsmanship and a love of
participation in sports for its own sake. To that end, Special Olympics aims to provide every
athlete with an opportunity to participate in training and competition events which challenge
that athlete to his or her fullest potential, regardless of the athlete's level of ability. Special
Olympics therefore requires that Special Olympics Games and Tournaments offer sports and
events which are appropriate for athletes of all levels of ability, and in the case of team
sports, provide every athlete with an opportunity to play in every game.

Special Olympics Pennsylvania supports Article 1.03F as the guiding principle for
participation of athletes registered as members of a team for competition at any SOPA
Sectional or State Competition. As such, each athlete on a team roster must be given an
opportunity to play in every game for which their team is scheduled. Special Olympics
Pennsylvania will not dictate the amount of time that each athlete must play during a game,
but the goal is to provide a meaningful competition experience for every athlete on every
team.

The only exceptions to this requirement will be in cases of illness or injury, where an athlete
is not physically able to play, or behavioral issues, where a coach chooses not to play an
athlete in order to address inappropriate behaviors. In situations where an athlete will not
be playing due to illness or injury or behavior issues, the athlete shall not dress in their
competition uniform for the game and if appropriate supervision is available, will not be
seated on the bench with the team for that game.

If the illness or injury or the behavior issue is such that an incident report or misconduct
report is completed this report should be provided to the programs HOD who should then
forward to the Program Manager and if appropriate, a representative of the Games
Organizing Committee (GOC) or a SOPA staff person. The coach should also be prepared to
provide an explanation to the GOC or SOPA staff, if requested, as to the reason why an
athlete is not dressed and playing in a particular game. As a reminder, athletes who do not
participate in preliminary games may not participate in pool play or medal round games.

At Events:

Teams must complete lineup cards, with numbers & names

Bottom of the card — those who are not playing and why
Scorekeeper will check the players as they enter the game

Code of conduct will be filed on the coach if all players are not played



